Investing For Impact
A Beginner’s Guide To Investing In

Community Energy

Why Invest In Community Energy?
We stand at a critical juncture in history.
In October 2018, the United Nations’ ‘International Panel on Climate Change’ (IPCC)
issued a stark warning that the world has until 2030 to radically curb climatedamaging emissions or face catastrophic consequences.
This wake up call has inspired a tidal wave of activism across the globe: Young
people in 2,000 cities have engaged in monthly strike action; grassroots action
groups have been staging headline grabbing stunts; and the UK government passed
a motion declaring a state of climate emergency.
The public are demanding greater government action, but government action takes
time - and in the fight against climate change, time is a luxury we don’t have.

Kayla Ente (centre in stripes), CEO and

Founder of BHESCo, celebrating the
installion of a new solar power array at the
Hollingdean Community Centre,
alongside, project partners, community
centre Trustees, and the Mayor of Brighton
and Hove. June 2017

This is why communities all over the UK are taking matters into their own hands by
investing in local energy projects that deliver immediate and significant results.
There are now over 93,000 members of community energy groups across the UK,
individuals like you who have invested in projects that collectively reduce CO2
emissions by an incredible 71,000 tonnes per year – the equivalent of taking 15,074
cars off the road.
With support from visionary investors like you, our movement can only get stronger.

We hope that you will join our community energy revolution, using the power of
communities to create this essential transition away from fossil fuels.
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How Do We Use Your Investment?
We know that most property owners in the UK want to make their
buildings more environmentally friendly, but often cannot afford the
upfront costs.
To overcome this obstacle, BHESCo finance all of our energy projects
on behalf of our customers, using our ‘Pay As You Save’ initiative.

Your investment is used to finance the upfront project costs on behalf
of our customers. These costs are then paid back (plus interest that we
pass on to you) through savings achieved on our customers’ monthly
energy bills.
In this way, everyone can take action to reduce their carbon footprint,
while also saving money and without the worry of high initial expenses.

Community
investors buy
shares

Your investment
is used to build
clean energy
projects

Project costs +
interest are repaid
with savings on
energy bills

Interest is
passed on to
investors

Your Say In How We’re Run
BHESCo are a consumer co-operative, which means all of our
shareholders have an equal say in how our business is run.
As a shareholder you can vote at Annual General Meetings. As a
co-operative, each shareholder is entitled to one vote, no matter
how many shares they own. This ensures that everyone has an equal
say.

We also invite shareholders to social events and meetups throughout
the year to hear your thoughts on how we can maximise our impact.
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BHESCo’s Community Energy Projects

2015 to 2019
All of BHESCo’s community energy projects have been completed
using our ‘Pay As You Save’ model, financed by shareholder members
from the community.
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Since launching our first share offer in 2015, BHESCo has attracted over
a million pounds of investment.
Interest is paid to our shareholders on an annual basis.

350
investors

£1.2m
investment
raised
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£72,974
interest
paid

BHESCo Energy Projects
50

energy projects completed

380

tonnes annual CO2 savings

£74k

annual customer savings

Energy Efficiency
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Lighting
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New Projects For 2020
Your investment will start by funding our next batch of projects. Once those
projects have generated sufficient income to break-even, your investment
and any profits from the projects will fund future projects.
BHESCo offers a holistic service from the initial energy survey to post

installation monitoring of the system, that will deliver the most energy
efficient, cost saving and technologically advanced result, without
impacting cash flows.

Hertford Infants & Nursery
49kWp rooftop solar PV

Lifetime Savings
£154,475

288 Tonnes CO2

The Werks Lewes
11kW rooftop solar PV
85kW air source heat pump

Lifetime Savings:
£40,397

547 Tonnes CO2

Bunker Housing Co-op
2.8kWp rooftop solar PV

air source heat pump

Lifetime Savings:
£13,740

37 Tonnes CO2
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Montessori Place School, Uckfield
The Montessori School group is an independent teaching facility that takes a
holistic approach to education, providing children with an understanding of
their place within nature and how their own wellbeing is intrinsically linked with
the natural world.
In 2016, BHESCo were engaged by the school to design an integrated energy
system consisting of solar power, underfloor heating and an air source heat
pump. In the second phase of this partnership we will be looking to install a
ground source heating system and more solar PV.

Technology
87kW ground source heat pump
11kW solar PV
Underfloor heating

Lifetime Savings
1,020 Tonnes CO2
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Plumpton College, Plumpton
Plumpton College (previously known as Plumpton Agricultural College) is a
Further and Higher education college in Plumpton, East Sussex.
They provide courses in a variety of land based and agricultural subjects
including blacksmithing, winemaking, equine management, and veterinary
nursing.
Full degree courses are offered to around 180 students in association with the
Royal Agricultural University.

Technology
91kWp rooftop solar PV

Lifetime Savings

£96,680

547 Tonnes CO2
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Brunswick Primary, Brighton
Brunswick Primary is a large school with over 900 pupils aged four to 11 years.
The school has 8% of children with a wide range of additional needs.
It is a very popular school, which is usually oversubscribed.

BHESCo is working in conjunction with Brighton Energy Co-op to design and
install this project.

Technology
99kWp rooftop solar PV

Lifetime Savings

£87,189

612 Tonnes CO2
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Over their lifetime these projects will reduce

CO2 emissions by 3,244 tonnes.
That’s the same amount of CO2 emissions as:

8 million miles driven by car

3,577 flights from London to New York

374 homes’ electricity use for a year

7,511 barrels of oil

Brighton & Hove Energy Services Co-operative Ltd

How To Become A

Community Energy Investor
Investing in community energy is no different to investing in any other
type of company.
Simply complete our Shareholder Application Form and make a
payment to BHESCo either by bank transfer or by cheque.
You can invest from as little as £250 up to a maximum of £100,000.
Each share is worth £10.
As a not-for-profit organisation, BHESCo does not pay dividends.
Instead, we pay interest. You will begin to earn interest from the first
working day of the month following your investment date. Interest will
be paid annually, or as determined by our members at our Annual
General Meeting.
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Things To Consider
Before Becoming
An Investor
Your investment in BHESCo is registered with but not authorised by the
Financial Conduct Authority and therefore the money you pay for your
shares is not safeguarded by any depositor protection scheme or
dispute resolution scheme.
With this in mind, you should not invest more than you are willing to
lose.
The value of your shares cannot go up and may go down so that you
may not get back the amount you invested.
Interest payments are not guaranteed – past performance is no
indication of future performance.
For more information and for full details of the risk factors involved with
making an investment in BHESCo please read the Terms and Conditions
of our 2020 Investor Pack.
For further advice and guidance you should speak to a financial
advisor.
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Brighton & Hove Energy Services Co-operative Ltd
Old Steyne House
21-22 Old Steine
Brighton BN1 1EL
info@bhesco.co.uk
Telephone: 0800 999 6671

Imagine a world powered by
clean, community owned energy run in
the interests of people instead of profit
Brighton & Hove Energy Services Cooperative

